
 
 
Huddle Overview - James Study Week 4 
 

Discipleship Definition:  
Learning to love and follow Jesus—together—by His strength, in everyday life.    

 

What are huddles at Foundations? 
• Groups of 3-8 people (or 3-4 couples) that meet for one hour per week at a time and 

location of your choosing. Larger groups should plan for 75 minutes. 

• Huddles last for 8 weeks. At the end of each 8-week session, you can stay with your 

group, add to your group or even change groups and topics. 

• While gathering on Sunday is vital to spiritual growth, so is connecting with others to 

encourage one another, discussing what it means to follow Jesus and praying for one 

another. These practices are detailed in our RHYTHMS course (which is not necessary to 

take part in huddles, but highly recommended). 
 

Our Mission at Foundations is to bring the extraordinary lifechanging 

message of Jesus Christ to a lost and broken world. 
• Huddles are one way we prepare to do this very thing, and we can’t do that unless our 

lives are being transformed by Him. 

• Hence, the goal of every session is that you will grow more like Jesus in some small way. 

• In order to do this, we will focus on God’s Word, encourage one another and commit to 

praying for one another. 

• Each week, there are individual rhythms we encourage that will help you “love and 

follow Jesus.”  

• Similarly, there are corporate rhythms that help us in our spiritual formation.  

• Consistent practice of these rhythms is part of the holistic development of disciples, and 

this booklet is designed to touch on that development.                                                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Rhythms Overview 
 

The individual rhythms (for those who haven’t taken the Rhythms course): 

Prayer: Talking to God and listening to Him via His Word, His Spirit-Filled people and His 

creation. If you don’t know how to pray, a good place to start is the Lord’s Prayer in Matthew 5. 

Abide in the Word: Reading the Bible and prayerfully asking God to show you who He is and 

what He wants for you.  A good practice is to read with a pen in hand, and write your thoughts 

in a journal as He leads them.  

Silence: Choosing to avoid speaking in order to listen to what He might want to say to us. 

Solitude: Avoidance of interaction with others in order to be alone with Him. Silence enhances 

solitude. Have you intentionally gotten away to be alone (including technology/social media)? 

Reflection (especially effective at the end of the day, maybe before sleep): Take some time in 

stillness to experience His presence. Tell God things you’re thankful for. Make note of where 

you experienced Him today–or where you didn’t. Note instances of loving your “neighbor” 

well—or failure to do so. Ask God for what He may want for you in the day tomorrow. 

 

Other individual rhythms that will likely be practiced less frequently:                                                                            

Fasting (food; if there’s an area you are seeking specific guidance), giving joyfully (financially as 

an act of worship) and rest (setting aside time to enjoy your life and choosing to refrain from 

work). 

 

The corporate rhythms (for those who haven’t taken the Rhythms course): 

Worship gathering: A time for our family to be together to participate corporately in the 

rhythms of worshipping together. 

Participation in community: A time to engage in huddle, as well as other forms of being 

together as a church family (such as concerts, conferences/classes, events, etc.). 

Lord’s Supper: An opportunity for our family to reflect on the person and work of Jesus and to 

look forward in hope to His coming again. 

Baptism: A one-time action of a declaration of faith in Christ. It is our hope that everyone be 

baptized, and that they also celebrate others who are being baptized. 

Using your gifts to serve the Body: We have been given a gift to help the body of Christ come to 

maturity in faith, and we benefit by your presence. 

Having a ministry of love for neighbors: We choose to exemplify the abundant life in order to 

fulfill our mission of bringing the extraordinary life of Jesus Christ to a lost and broken world. 
 

 

 

 



Prayer, Day 1 

• If you are comfortable praying as a conversation with God, find some focused time to do so. 

• Find a place where you can have silence and solitude, and talk to God. Be attentive to how He 

leads your thoughts and emotions. 

• You may find it helpful to write down in a journal what you talked with God about and how He 

answered. 

• If you are new to prayer, or struggle with focus, consider this: “Rejoice always, pray without 

ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;” (1 Thess. 5:16-17). Is it really possible? How about 

trying an experiment? Start and end your day with a prayer. Lift up short prayers to God as often 

as you can throughout your day. Look for routine points throughout your daily schedule and 

resolve to talk to God during those times. Ask God to help you with your to-do list. When you 

hear a troubling news report, lift up the situation to God. Say a prayer for your spouse or child 

as you give him or her a hug. Pray for the person you’re talking to. Say a breath prayer for the 

nature in front of you: breathe in…exhale saying… Thank you God for your beautiful creation. 

Your Rocky Mountains are majestic this morning! Look for and make prayer moments that work 

for your life. 

 

Time in the Word, Day 1, Read James 2:14 
Background and Insights on the Reading: 

Definition: Works – Actions and attitudes, either good or bad. True faith in Christ will inevitably produce 

good works that are pleasing to God. Good works, however, can never be the basis or means of 

salvation, which is by grace alone through faith alone (h).  

 

For James, being “quick to hear” (1:19) meant to be prompt to obey God’s command to do good deeds 

that benefit others. But the readers had neglected good works, content to claim their justification 

before God by faith alone. James agreed that justification before God was by faith alone. But believers 

must add works to their faith to develop maturity. Then they will be justified (called righteous) by their 

works in the eyes of other people (Matthew 5:16) (a). 

 

Can faith with no works save you? – This question has been around a long time. Works and faith have 

often been at the center of debate in the church. What exactly is necessary for salvation? Some groups 

have gone the legalistic route, trusting in their good works to save them, believing that by strict 

adherence to rules they can earn favor with God. Others have said the mind is most important and 

physical actions aren’t. Therefore, just believe and you will be OK. It’s a fundamental issue and one that 

James covers in detail here. Keep in mind that James is a practical book so it is natural he will emphasize 

the practical side (c). 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

• What is James’ main point in this passage? 

 

 

 
Additional resources - see appendix. 



Prayer, Day 2 

• If you are comfortable praying as a conversation with God, find some focused time to do so. 

• Find a place where you can have silence and solitude and talk to God. Be attentive to how He 

leads your thoughts and emotions. 

• You may find it helpful to write down in a journal what you talked with God about and how He 

answered.  

• If you are new to prayer, or struggle with focus, you may want to pray about this week’s study 

and ask the Holy Spirit for opportunities to learn and to apply it in your life. Thank God for His 

promise to keep and carry His people. Ask Jesus, the founder and perfector of your faith, to 

continue changing you from the inside out, making you more like Him every day. Ask for 

opportunities to do hard things in His name and in His power – the same power that parted the 

Red Sea. Praise Him for allowing you to be a part of building His kingdom, just like those who 

have gone before you (f). 

 

Time in the Word, Day 2, Read James 2:15-16 

Background and Insights on the Reading: 

James gives an illustration to prove his main point (that faith without works is dead). The example is this: 

A person in need comes to you for help. With kind words you bless the person and wish them well, 

sending them on their way. Judging only by your words it would appear that you have great love, 

compassion, and mercy for this person. However, you do nothing tangible to help this person. They go 

away exactly the same as they came, in need. Your beautiful words did nothing to satisfy their need. 

The rhetorical question: what use is that? It is of no use. The implication is that words are not as 

important as actions. Empty words are useless (c). 

 

What if a Christian brother or sister has life-threatening conditions such as lack of clothing and need of 

daily food. Well-wishing words cannot provide any meaningful assistance for them. So it is, if one has 

genuine faith, but does not activate it in times of trial. James’ comment, “What use is that?” suggests 

especially that when saving faith is connected with action, there is great benefit in this life (a). 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

What is your reaction when someone is in need?  

 

 

 

Are there ways you can physically help? If you can’t physically help, but say you will pray for 

them…really commit to pray for them. Follow up with them. Actions are more important than words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional resources - see appendix 

 



Prayer, Day 3 

• If you are comfortable praying as a conversation with God, find some focused time to do so. 

• Find a place where you can have silence and solitude and talk to God. Be attentive to how He 

leads your thoughts and emotions. 

• You may find it helpful to write down in a journal what you talked with God about and how He 

answered. 

• If you are new to prayer, or struggle with focus, you may want to simply pray using a 

Psalm…they are really great prayers! Find one that you resonate with, and pray it aloud. Simply 

read through a Psalm, such as Psalm 23 or 51. Pray aloud, even if in a whisper, slowly and with 

concentration on the words. Try to be attentive to the thoughts that come to mind and discern 

if those may be something God is trying to tell you.  

 

Time in the Word, Day 3, Read James 2:17 
Background and Insights on the Reading: 

Verse 17 is James’ thesis for this passage. It is simple. Faith without works is dead. A major theme of 

James’ epistle is Christianity practically lived out in everyday life. The point is similar to the one at the 

end of chapter 1 about hearing and doing. Knowing a lot of things is pointless unless that knowledge 

changes how you live (c). 

 
The conclusion (“even so,” or “in the same way,” or “so also”) is that faith, without works is dead. Faith 
is all by itself, and it lacks vibrancy. A “dead faith” is a weak, lethargic (immature, but nevertheless 
present) faith. James’ point appears to be that if one has true faith in Christ, it does one no practical 
good in this life of trials if it is not put into action (a). 
 
 
Questions for Reflection: 

• What does dead faith look like? Is dead faith a real faith? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Simply put, this means that a person with real faith will live a changed life. A person who is 

genuinely saved will bear fruit. What did Jesus teach about this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional resources - see appendix. 



Prayer, Day 4 

• If you are comfortable praying as a conversation with God, find some focused time to do so. 

• Find a place where you can have silence and solitude and talk to God. Be attentive to how He 

leads your thoughts and emotions. 

• You may find it helpful to write down in a journal what you talked with God about and how He 

answered. 

• If you are new to prayer, or struggle with focus, you may want to pray using the ACTS method as 

an outline (for your own words). Adoration - (a time of worship), don’t be afraid of “artistic 

expressions” here, or to use Psalms or hymns or other forms of praise. Confession - we all fall 

short and miss the mark. Confession of sin helps us in our relationship to God. Thanksgiving - 

simply tell God what you’re thankful for. Supplication - ask God for needs of the world, our 

country and leaders, our church, and anything and everything else. God wants to hear from you. 

 

Time in the Word, Day 4, Read James 2:18-19 
Background and Insights on the Reading: 

In verse 18, James begins a brief conversation with an imaginary opponent. This verse shows us the 

proper perspective we should have on the faith/works issue. Instead of getting into an argument where 

one believer is saying he has great faith and another believer focuses only his own works, the believer 

should show his faith BY his works. In fact, there is no other way we can show our faith except by works. 

Faith, by nature, is invisible and intangible - it can’t be seen or touched. You might say you have faith, 

but that is impossible for others to know unless you show it by works (c). Being truly saved will affect 

how we live. 

 

Not all belief is saving faith (vs 19) – There are some kinds of belief that don’t save. The demons believe 

there is one God. This is probably a reference to Deuteronomy 6:4, “Hear, O Israel: the LORD our God, 

the LORD is one.” Satan and demons know personally the Father, Son, and Spirit. They believe in the 

Holy Trinity of the Bible. That is, they believe in His existence and power. They certainly know God 

created the world. We know they believe in the judgment to come (Luke 8:31). This verse shows us very 

clearly that head knowledge doesn’t save. Even acceptance of the fact that God is true, doesn’t save. 

Having the right doctrines doesn’t save. Believe in the Lord - one must place their faith in Jesus and 

submit to Him as Lord in order to be saved. Agreement to a list of facts about God is not enough (c). 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

• What’s the difference between correct theology and genuine living faith? 

 

 

 

• What does living faith look like? 

 

 

 

• What kind of works might accompany living faith? 

 

 



Prayer, Day 5 

• If you are comfortable praying as a conversation with God, find some focused time to do so. 

• Find a place where you can have silence and solitude and talk to God. Be attentive to how He 

leads your thoughts and emotions. 

You may find it helpful to write down in a journal what you talked with God about and how He 

answered. 

• If you are new to prayer, or struggle with focus, you may want to pray using the breath method.  

Simply read through a Psalm and breathe in as you read the first line, and then exhale on the 

second. Take deep, long, slow breaths. Good examples are Psalm 46 and 47, but almost every 

Psalm can be done this way. Try to focus on the ones that focus on God and/or resonate with 

where you are at the moment. 

 

Time in the Word, Day 5, Read James 2:20-24 
 Background and Insights on the Reading: 

(Verse 20) James questions if his opponent is willing to recognize the truth: faith without works secures 

eternal life but is useless to meet the practical needs of others, to experience blessings for one’s self in 

this life, or to gain eternal rewards (a). 

 

Abraham’s faith did work “when he offered up his son Isaac on the alter” and his “faith was completed 

by his works.” When James says Abraham was “justified by works,” he means that Abraham’s claim to 

believe was vindicated or validated, not that he earned his salvation. He knows that “Abraham believed 

God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” Still, Abraham proved his faith was genuine by his 

works (h). 

 

In addition, justified sometimes means “to demonstrate that someone is in the right” (Luke 7:29, 

Romans 3:4, 1 Timothy 3:16) and does not always have the Pauline sense of “God’s declaration that one 

is innocent of the charge that he is a sinner” and is given eternal life. Abraham’s faith was cooperating or 

working with his works, so that faith might be perfected i.e., matured. A believer combines faith with 

good works, not so he can attain heaven, but so he may gain spiritual blessings in this life and honor 

from the Father in the life to come. James was calling attention to two ways of justification: by faith 

before God, and by works before people. While one is justified (declared righteous) before God by faith 

alone, one is justified (demonstrates his godliness) before people by his or her works (a). 

 

Doctrinally speaking, we are saved by faith alone. 

Practically speaking, this faith must show itself through action or it is dead (c). 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

• Does vs 21 contradict with the rest of the teachings in the Bible of justification by faith alone? 

 

 

• Is this passage teaching faith by works? Why or why not? 

 

 

 



Prayer, Day 6: A Time for Reflection 

• Traditional time of Examen. This is a version of the five-step Daily Examen that St. Ignatius 

practiced. 

• Become aware of God’s presence. Breathe and slow down. Ask God to make you aware of His 

presence and to bring to mind moments of your day to focus on. 

• Review the day with gratitude. Walk through your day and give thanks for areas where you saw 

God “show up” and for His blessings. 

• Pay attention to your emotions. The things you feel when you review often highlight areas 

where God wants you to focus and what he wants to teach you. Often this results in confession 

when you see your emotions out of line with walking in the Spirit. 

• Choose one feature of the day and pray about it. Ask God to show you moments where you 

loved others well (or, conversely, He may bring to mind an area you didn’t). Give thanks or ask 

forgiveness as warranted. 

• Look toward tomorrow. Think through your day tomorrow and ask God what He may be calling 

you to do or be in the upcoming day. 

 
Time in the Word, Day 6, Read James 2:25-26 
Background and Insights on the Reading: 

Finally, Rehab was “justified by works” when she cared for Israel’s “messengers” as they examined 

Jericho. She proved that her faith in the God of Israel was genuine when she risked her life for them. 

That demonstrated her loyalty to the Lord. Rahab, Gentile and prostitute, contrasts with Abraham in 

every way, except that her deeds also proved her faith to be real. In short, dead faith is content with 

words and ideas, but true faith is alive. It is the source of great deeds (h). 

 

James uses Rahab as another example of faith in action. Her works proved that her faith was genuine. 

Rahab’s statement of faith, Joshua 2:9-11, shows very clearly that she believed God is the real God of 

heaven and earth. Following this statement, her actions then proved that she meant what she said. She 

risked her life in order to save the lives of the spies. In essence she betrayed her own country, people, 

and idols, because of her faith in the real God. James said that Rahab was “justified by works.” These 

works proved to Israel that she was loyal to Jehovah. It was on the basis of these works (saving the 

spies) that she and her family were saved. Faith and works are two sides of the same coin. Without faith, 

Rahab never would have risked her life for strangers. And without her deeds of protection, her 

professed faith would have been empty. As James says in verse 26, “faith apart from works is dead” (c). 

 

Questions for Reflection: 

• Which came first, Rahab’s faith or works? 

 

 

• How do you know she had faith? 

 

 

 

• Would her belief in the God of the Hebrews have saved her if she didn’t act on it? 



 

Huddle Meeting:  
 
General Check-In (10 minutes) 

 

Emotional Check-In (10 minutes) 

• Using the SACHET wheel, describe how you’re doing emotionally right now. You may want to 

write down some of these to pray for your huddle during the week. 

                                      
Rhythms Check-In (10 minutes) 

• Describe your experience with the individual rhythms this week. 

• Describe your experience with the corporate rhythms this week.  

• How can the huddle encourage you this week in these areas? Or……How can you encourage the 

huddle this week in these areas? 

 

Discussion for Growth (30 Minutes) 
• Feel free to discuss any questions from the prior days’ studies. 

• What is something you feel God truly taught you this week? 

 

 

 

• This week’s verses point to the need for personal examination. Your faith should change how 

you live. Think about your life, and write down two ways your faith has changed how you live on 

a day-to-day basis. Now write down two more ways that your faith needs to be reflected in your 

daily life. 
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Time in the Word, Day 1, James 2:14, What good is it, my brothers, if someone says he has 

faith but does not have works? Can that faith save him? (ESV) 

 
Related Scripture: 

• Matt 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 

deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

• Ephesians 2:8-10 – For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 

yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s 

handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to 

do. 

• Luke 6:44-46 – Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn 

bushes, or grapes from briers. A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his 

heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth 

speaks what the heart is full of. “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 

 

Time in the Word, Day2, James 2:15-16, If a brother or sister is poorly clothed and lacking in 

daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving 

them the things needed for the body, what good is that? (ESV) 
 

Related Scripture: 

• Luke 6:44-46 – Each tree is recognized by its own fruit. People do not pick figs from thorn 
bushes, or grapes from briers. A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his 
heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For the mouth 
speaks what the heart is full of. “Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and do not do what I say? 



• Luke 3:11 – John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should share with the one who has 
none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 

• Proverbs 3:27 – Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to 

act. 

 

Time in the Word, Day 3, James 2:17, So also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 

(ESV) 
 

Related Scripture: 

• Romans 7:8 But sin, seizing the opportunity afforded by the commandment, produced in me 

every kind of coveting. For apart from the law, sin was dead. 

• Matthew 7:17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 

 

Time in the Word, Day 4, James 2:18-19, But someone will say, “You have faith and I have 

works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 

19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder! (ESV) 
 

In verse 18, the author begins a brief conversation with an imaginary opponent. “You have faith and I 

have works,” the opponent says. In other words, some people have faith and others have works, but 

both aren’t necessary. James counters by asserting that, no, faith and works are vitally connected. 

“Show me your faith apart from your works!” he challenges. “You can’t! Because the way you know faith 

is alive—the way you show it to be real—is by the works that come from it.” How does James’s 

comment about demons’ “faith” in James 2:19 help to establish his point? (h). 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

This “someone” is an opponent and says “show me your faith by your works and I will show you by my 

works my faith.” The opponent insists that faith cannot be seen through works. One may start by 

naming a doctrine and then try to show the work that will always come from that belief (“show me your 

faith by your works”). Or one could do the reverse. He could name a good work and try to demonstrate 

the doctrine that must be behind it (“and I will show you by my works my faith”). The opponent thinks 

both are impossible.  Suppose James starts with a doctrine: “I believe God is a God of love (doctrine).” 

So, I treat others with sacrificial love (a good work).” The objector would answer, “Ha! I know lots of 

people who love sacrificially and don’t even believe in God. So, works don’t show what you believe!” 

The objector is so confident in his argument that he answers for James: “James, you believe that God is 

one (doctrine), and you do well i.e., you do good works. But the demons also believe God is one (a 

doctrine) but do no good works. They just shudder in fear of judgement.” (a). 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Demons have orthodox ideas about God and it terrifies them. Their “faith” - orthodox theological ideas 

and nothing more – is useless. Demons live in terror because they do not submit to God (h). 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Related Scripture: 

• Luke 8:31 And they begged Jesus repeatedly not to order them to go into the Abyss. 

• Deuteronomy 6:4 Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

 



Time in the Word, Day 5, James 2:20-24, Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that 

faith apart from works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he 

offered up his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and 

faith was completed by his works; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 

believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God. 

24 You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. (ESV) 
 

GOD’S JUDICIAL ACQUITTAL OF US IS THROUGH FAITH ALONE. Both James and Paul are agreed on this. 

Paul is very clear on this point in Romans 3 and throughout Galatians, and James too is clear in multiple 

places (James 1:18; 2:14–17; 2:23) that it is faith which becomes the occasion and the instrument of 

God’s judicial declaration of his people as righteous. We believe in Christ, and we are declared righteous 

on the basis of his life, death, and resurrection in our place. 

 

LIVING FAITH WILL EXPRESS ITSELF IN OBEDIENCE. This has been James’s point throughout his book, but 

Paul is entirely agreed. In Romans 12:1–2, for example, he writes: “I appeal to you, therefore, brothers, 

by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your 

mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.” 

And in Colossians 3:1–3, 12–13 he says, “If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that 

are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not 

on things that are on earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. . . Put on then, 

as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and 

patience, bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as 

the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.” 

 

DEAD FAITH DOES NOT SAVE. Again, James has been very clear about this point, and Paul agrees. In 

Ephesians 4:17 and 5:3–5, Paul says to professing Christians, “Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that 

you must no longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds. . .. But sexual immorality and 

all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there 

be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be 

thanksgiving. For you may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is 

covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.” Simply professing 

faith in Christ is not enough, Paul says. Your profession of faith must result in a life of holy, authentic 

obedience. (h). 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

In verses 21-24, James uses another case study to prove his point, this time focusing on Abraham. 

Interestingly, this is the very example used by Paul in Romans to teach the principle of justification by 

faith (Romans 4). (c). 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
The word “fulfilled” in James 2:23 has the sense of “reaching its intended goal.” James is saying that 
Abraham’s belief in God (and his resulting justification) reached their intended goal and came to 
maturity in his act of obedience to God when he offered Isaac on the altar. Is this understanding (that 
faith grows to maturity in a life of obedience) different from what Paul teaches elsewhere? Can you 
think of any verses from Paul’s letters that teach the same thing? 



 
James 2:24 has caused significant confusion among Christians, because it seems to formally contradict 
Paul’s teaching that we are in fact justified by faith alone. Justification, however, has two different 
meanings in Scripture. On the one hand is Paul’s somewhat technical use of the word to mean “a judicial 
declaration, an acquittal and declaration that a person is to be regarded as righteous.” And Paul says 
that this justification happens through faith alone, on the basis of Christ’s righteousness alone. On the 
other hand, however, is an older and more common meaning of justification as “a public presentation of 
a person as being righteous” (e.g., Matthew 11:19; Luke 7:29; Romans 3:4). Think of it as the difference 
between a wedding minister’s pronouncement that a couple are man and wife and his public 
presentation of them to the congregation as people who are acting in a way that is consonant with the 
pronouncement he has just made. Keeping in mind that James probably wrote his letter several years 
before Paul wrote his epistles, which of those two senses of “justify” do you think James is using here? 
(h). 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

At first glance, it appears that James may be contradicting Paul’s teachings of justification by faith. How 

can we reconcile James’ teaching with Paul’s? Is he contradicting Paul? We know that Scripture doesn’t 

contradict itself so there has to be an answer. When working with tough to understand passages it is 

better to interpret them in light of the clear passages. The passages teaching justification by faith 

through grace alone are many and scattered throughout Scripture, including the following: 

• Genesis 15:6, it specifically states that “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness.” 

• Romans 3:28 – For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law. 

• Romans 5:1 – Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• James 2:24 – You see that a person is justified by works and not by faith alone. 

 

James himself acknowledges that salvation is a gift from God in James 1:17-18 and quotes Genesis 15:6, 

which says that “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” So, it is clear 

that James does not believe in salvation by works and this passage as part of Scripture cannot be 

teaching that. 

 

So, what then is the point? We know that James is a book stressing practical living and showing us some 

tests we can apply to see if we are genuinely saved. In this passage James is emphasizing the action that 

must come out of genuine, living faith. Teachers emphasize different points when talking to different 

audiences. Some audiences need to be reminded more to have compassion. Some need to be reminded 

not to tolerate sin. Some need to be reminded to be bold. Some need to be reminded to be gentle. 

If you listened to two different teachers emphasizing two different sides of the issues, you might think 

they contradicted or were very different, when in fact they just focused on different aspects. There are 

two sides of the coin. 

 

Paul was setting forth the doctrines of Christian faith. Doctrinally speaking, justification is by faith alone. 

James is setting forth the principles of daily living. In daily living, our salvation, which is by faith alone, is 

borne out by our good deeds. 

 



Which came first, Abraham’s faith or his offering of Isaac? His faith came first. He first demonstrated 

faith many years earlier by obeying God’s call to “go to the country I will show you.” (Genesis 12:1) Even 

when God commanded Abraham to sacrifice Isaac, he first left his place and traveled to the location to 

be used for sacrifice. From the beginning, he believed that God would raise up Isaac from the dead 

(Hebrews 11:19). His steadfast belief in God led him to obedience (c). 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Related Scripture: 

• Romans 4:1-4 – What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 

discovered in this matter? If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast 

about—but not before God. What does Scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 

credited to him as righteousness.” Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift 

but as an obligation. 

• Genesis 12:1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s 

household to the land I will show you. 

• Genesis 15:6 Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness. 

• Hebrews 11:19 Abraham reasoned that God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of 

speaking he did receive Isaac back from death. 

 

Time in the Word, Day 6, James 2:25-26, And in the same way was not also Rahab the 

prostitute justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out by another 

way? 26 For as the body apart from the spirit is dead, so also faith apart from works is dead. 

(ESV) 
  

Related Scripture: 

• Joshua 2:9-11, 9 and said to them, “I know that the Lord has given you this land and that a great 

fear of you has fallen on us, so that all who live in this country are melting in fear because of 

you. 10 We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea[a] for you when you 

came out of Egypt, and what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites east of the 

Jordan, whom you completely destroyed. 11 When we heard of it, our hearts melted in fear and 

everyone’s courage failed because of you, for the Lord your God is God in heaven above and on 

the earth below. 

• John 15:8 – This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my 

disciples. 

• Romans 5:1 – Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 

• Galatians 5:6 – For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The 

only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 

 

 
 

 


